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Pastor’s Words 
Dear Friends in Christ; 
    With this issue comes my 
annual call to you to join with  
other members of St. James – 
and with the Christian family 
throughout the world – in the 
Lenten journey of preparation.  
Each year, I invite you to 
participate in the traditional 
activities of the season of Lent, 
the season of spiritual growth 
that leads us to Easter.  It is a 
time when we enrich our lives 
with practices that have, for 
centuries, been observed 
throughout Christendom in 
preparing for the celebration of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.   
     Lent lasts for 40 days.  
During this time we recall the 
40 days that Jesus spent in the 
wilderness following his 
baptism.  They were days of 
want and hunger, a time of 
wrestling with God’s call, and 
ultimately, his mission to give 
his life for others. Through 
study and prayer, fasting, and 
the giving of alms (offerings) to 
serve others, we join him in 
those wilderness wrestlings.  
Along the way, we learn of our 
own weakness, and come to a 
deeper appreciation of his great  
 
sacrifice on our behalf.  During  

Lent, we look inward, realizing 
that we cannot do for ourselves 
what God has done for us. For 
our corporate journey, we offer 
the following opportunities: 
 
+The solemn liturgy of Ash 
Wednesday marks the 
beginning of Lent.  It will be 
held at 7:30 pm on February 6 
at St. James.  The service begins 
with a penitential order of 
confession.   
The congregation is 
admonished to “remember that 
you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.”  As those words 
are spoken, all who wish may 
also have a cross of ashes traced 
on their forehead.  We will also 
share the body and blood of 
Christ in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. 

 
+Each Wednesday during Lent, 
beginning on Ash Wednesday, 
the community ecumenical 
Noonday Lenten services will 
be offered.  These services are 
sponsored by the Ligonier 
Valley Association of Churches. 
Following the 30 minute 
service, a Lenten luncheon will 
be served at the host church.  
The first three services will be 
held at Calvary United  
Methodist Church, and  
the latter three will be hosted by 
Covenant Presbyterian Church.  
Unfortunately, as of this 
writing, I have been unable to 
learn further details as to the 
theme or format of these 
services. 
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+On Wednesday evenings, 
beginning on February 13 and 
continuing through March 12, 
our St. James  
mid-week devotional services 
will be held from 7:00 to 7:30 
pm.  This year, the Lutheran 
pastors of the Chestnut Ridge 
Cluster will be visiting one-
another’s churches on a rotating 
basis.  We will have a different 
guest speaker each Wednesday.  
The theme for this series is 
“Shadows of the Cross.” A 
schedule of the guest pastors 
and weekly topics is included 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
+The “Simple Soup Suppers” 
will be offered at St. James each 
Wednesday, preceding the 
evening devotional services.  
Volunteers will serve and share 
the meal from 6:00 until 6:50 
pm.  You are welcome to join 
us for this simple meal prior to 
the service, or simply arrive in 
time for worship at 7:00 pm. 
 
+Once again, daily Lenten 
devotions will be  
available to you by  
internet.  The prayers are 
written by the youth of the 
congregation, and will be sent 
to your computer at home or 
work each morning.  More 
information on signing up to be 
on the e-mail list can be found 
in a separate article.  
 
    Jesus invites us to take up the 
cross and follow him. Join with 
us on this year’s Lenten 
journey. Walk with Jesus, that 
his presence may enrich your 
life! 
 
In Christ’s love,  
����������	�
 
 

2008 Council Members 
    The St. James Congregation 
Council members for 2008 have 
been elected and installed.  New 
members elected in November 
are P. Benning, W. Dunn, K. 
George, and B. Gohn.  
    Continuing to serve are,  
K. Beard, M. Blistan, 
C.Carnahan, J. Kappel, 
L.Luptak, C. Lynn, J. Miller, R. 
Matson, and G. Wolfe.   
    Those elected and appointed 
as Officers for 2008 are P. 
Benning (President), W. Dunn 
(Vice President), C. Naugle 
(Treasurer), C. Carnahan 
(Secretary), J. Miller (Financial 
Secretary).   
     Thanks to our outgoing 
Council members, P. Hauger, 
B.Marton, E. Matson, and L. 
Thiel.  
The stewardship of your time  
and talents for the glory of God 
and the building of St. James 
are very much appreciated.�
�
Annual Meeting� 
     The annual congregational 
meeting of St. James will be 
held on Sunday, February 10 
following worship.  At this 
meeting the 2007 Annual 
Report will be received.  We 
will have a covered dish 
luncheon in the fellowship hall 
following the meeting. 
 
Community Noonday 
Lenten Services 
     The annual series of 
Community Noonday Lenten 
Services and Luncheons, 
sponsored by the Ligonier 
Valley Association of Churches, 
is scheduled to begin on Ash 
Wednesday, February 6.   
     As in past years, the services 
will begin promptly at 12 noon 
each Wednesday, with a 

luncheon to follow at 12:30 pm.  
The first three services 
(February 6, 13, and 20), will be 
held at Calvary United 
Methodist Church on North St. 
Clair Street.  The fourth through 
sixth services (February 27, 
March 5 and 12) will be held at 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
on North Market.  Our members 
are encouraged to support the 
services with their attendance. 

 
Shadows of The Cross 
     Our mid-week Lenten Series 
begin on February 13.  The first 
speaker will be Rev. Wayne 
Gillespie, topic, “The Shadow 
of Last Chances”.  February 20, 
Rev. J. Tollner will speak on 
“The Shadow of Hesitation”.  
February 27, Rev. S. Luttner’s 
topic is “The Shadow of False 
Accusations”. In March Rev. D. 
Von Schlichten will speak on 
the topic “The Shadow of 
Denial”.  The series concludes 
on March 12, with Rev. B. 
Banyay speaking about “The 
Shadow of Betrayal”.  All 
services will begin at 7:00 pm, 
Wednesday evenings, and last 
for 30 minutes. 
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Prayers During Lent 
     Youth from St. James have 
again written prayers that will 
be emailed along with a Bible 
verse to members and friends 
each of the 40 days of Lent, 
which begins February 6th. We 
hope that the thoughts that they 
share will encourage you to take 
a few moments for personal 
reflection. If you’re interested 
in receiving the prayers, please 
email the Poerschke Family at.  
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Tuesday, February 5 
5:30 pm to 7:00 pm 
St. Michael’s of the Valley  
Episcopal Church, Rector 
$7.50 – Adult 
$3.50 – Child 
Family rate available 
Pancakes, sausage, three 
delicious syrups and beverages 
will be served. 
Proceeds benefit Valley Youth 
Network Mission Trip 
724/238-9411 
Note: To be ‘shriven’ is the 
ancient term for receiving 
forgiveness of one’s sins after 
making a private confession. 
 

Lenten Fish Fry 
Fridays Feb. 8 through 
Mar. 14 
4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 
$7.50 adults 
$4.00 children under 12 
$5.50 ½ lb Fish Sandwich with  
home made French Fries�
�
�Take out add .25 per order) 
Detailed menus are available 
and can be picked up at the 
church. A menu is also posted 
on the bulletin board in the back 
hall. 
Faith Lutheran Church 
6810 Route 22 East 
New Florence, PA  15944 
724/676-2240 
 
 
Kitchen Clean-Up Day 
     On Friday, January 25, a 
group of 7 faithful volunteers, 
headed up by “crew chief” B. 
Gohn, gave the church kitchen a 
thorough cleaning.  Drawers 
and cabinets were emptied, 
cleaned, and re-organized.  The 
refrigerator and freezer were 
cleaned inside and out, as well 
as the range – tops and all 4 
ovens.  Literally every nook and 
cranny was scrubbed or 
polished!   
     The kitchen looks great, and 
we thank our energetic crew of 
R. Campbell, B. Gohn, L. 
Luptak, C. Lynn, A. Marton, N. 
Rorabaugh, and S. Wolfe!  
 
 

Blanket Drive Update 
     Thanks to our members for 
your continuing support of the 
annual blanket drive.  On 
January 17, Pastor Paul 
delivered a load of a dozen or 
so donated blankets to Smith 
Oil Company in Latrobe.  Since 
then several more have 
appeared.  We have received the 
following note of thanks from 
the folks at Smith Oil:  
      Dear members of the St. 
James congregation, thank you 
so much for your continued 
support and donation to our 
annual blanket drive. 
     J. Light  
Smith Oil Company 
The drive will continue through 
the end of March. 
 
 
Souper Bowl Of Caring  
     On Sunday, February 3, we 
will once again join with many 
churches across the nation in 
participating in the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  As the teams 
compete in football’s “Super 
Bowl”, church members will be 
called upon to remember that in 
this culture of excesses, there 
are still many neighbors in 
need.  Soup kettles will be 
available here at St. James so 
that you can make an offering to 
the local Ligonier Valley 
Association of Churches Food 
Pantry.  Please come prepared 
to make a generous gift! 
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Game Night 
     Come out of the cold and 
join your St. James family for 
the February 15th Game Night 
(7:00 pm).  Bring your favorite 
game, your family and friends 
and a snack to share. 
 
 
 
Join The Chior! 
      St. James’ members:  Have 
you considered being an “event 
focused” choir member?  Easter 
is a time in the church year 
when a full choir is needed.  
The music of this season is 
festive and needs a “ big 
sound”.  Could you commit to 
practicing and singing during 
Lent, Palm Sunday, and Easter?  
If you can’t make rehearsals I 
will have tapes and/or copies of 
the music available for you to 
practice on your own.  We 
always practice at 10:30 am on 
Sunday before we sing, so if 
you have practiced on your own 
you will have an opportunity to 
run through the anthem with the 
choir.  If you can’t make all the  
Lenten Sundays consider 
singing for Palm Sunday and 
Easter.  
      You can join choir by 
simply showing up on any 
Wednesday night (except Ash 
Wednesday – we’ll be singing 
for the service) at 7:30 pm, or 
contacting Pastor Paul, the 
organists, or any St. James’ 
choir members.  We will make 
you feel very welcome…indeed 
your presence and voice will be 
deeply appreciated by all.  M. 
Davies, St. James’ Sr. Choir 
Director. 
 
 
 
 

 
A Word About Easter 
Flowers 
     As this newsletter goes into 
the mail, our florist still has no 
advance information on prices 
and availability of Easter 
flowers.  Yet, by the time our 
March newsletter is published, 
the deadline for orders will 
likely be upon us.   
     Information and order forms 
will be made available in the 
Sunday bulletins as soon as 
possible.  If you would like to 
place Easter flower orders, but 
will not be present for worship 
in the coming weeks, please 
contact the church office by 
telephone.  We apologize for 
the inconvenience. 
 
 

Remember To Visit Our 
Web Site . . .  
     Have you visited the St. 
James web site lately?  Did you 
know that Jacki Weikert posts 
the Parish Notes there each 
week?  If you have been absent, 
you can keep up with our 
announcements and schedule by 
reading them on the web site!  
Log onto 
www.stjamesligonier.org.  
Make it a bookmark. 
 
 
 
 
Loving Hands Ministry 
     The Dorcas Class is re-
activating the Loving Hands 
Ministry of taking meals to St. 
James’ families who have 
experienced illness or death. 
     The Dorcas Ladies will 
make casseroles for families in 
need.  If you’re willing to 
provide a salad or dessert to 
supplement the meal, please 
contact the church office or a 
member of Dorcas Class.     
     Monetary donations are also 
welcome and will be used to 
buy additional food supplies.  
People will be called on a 
rotating basis as the need arises.  
     It is also important that 
people tell Pastor Paul or call 
the church office if they hear 
someone’s been hospitalized so 
that a meal can be taken to the 
family. 
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