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Schedule of Events at a 
Glance 

 

Sunday, August 1 

Holy Communion 

Worship 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
 

Thursday, August 12 

Church Council 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday, August 15 

Celebration Sunday 

Worship 8:00 am & 10:00 am 
 

Saturday, August 28 

Peach Festival 
 

Sunday, August 29 

Prayers for Healing 

Worship 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

Pastor’s Words 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

    I write this to say thank you 

to the people of St. James for 

your ministry to me and to my 

family. For more than 30 years 

my work has been that of a 

pastor. It has been my place to 

walk through the difficult times 

of life with the people of the 

congregations and communities 

where I have been called to 

serve, supporting them in times 

of illness and ministering to 

them as they have faced the 

death of loved ones. But now, 

the roles have been reversed, 

and I have been very much on 

the receiving end of the 

Church’s ministry in recent 

days and weeks.   

    During the past several  

months the people of St. James 

have shared their concern for  

our family as we learned of my 

mother’s serious illness, and 

since mid-June you have 

supported us as we journeyed 

through her surgery and long 

weeks in the hospital.  Finally, 

in recent days, as the end of her 

earthly life came, you have 

surrounded us with love and 

prayer.  

    Last Friday, despite the heat 

and traffic, many of our friends 

from St. James traveled to the 

funeral home in Pittsburgh to 

express their sympathy.  

Likewise, a number of folks 

made the trip from Ligonier on 

Saturday to attend her funeral 

service and join us in giving 

thanks to God for her wonderful 

life. A beautiful floral 

arrangement from St. James 

was delivered to the funeral 

home, reminding us of your 

thoughts and prayers. Each 

day’s mail has brought a 

handful of sympathy cards, and 

I expect that there are many 

more on the way.   

   Through the wider expression 

of our Lutheran fellowship, the 

Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod, the “extended family” of 

the Church has been present for 

us.  In a time when it has 

become vogue to criticize the 

ELCA and synod and to speak 

negatively of others in our 

fellowship, I have experienced 

the support and caring that can 

only come from being a part of  

the larger body of the faithful. 

Many of my fellow pastors 

from around western  

Pennsylvania came out in 

person, or when it was not 

possible to do that, have called 

and emailed me, or sent cards 

and greetings. Bishop Kusserow 

and his two assistants, Pastors 

Sandy Kessinger and Sarah 

Lee-Faulkner, as well as the 

entire staff from the Synod 

office appeared the funeral 

home, and most were at the 

funeral as well. These people, 

my brothers and sisters in 

Christ, have been His presence 

to us in the midst of this terribly 

difficult time.   

     The funeral liturgy in our 

Lutheran tradition begins with 

these words from St. Paul: 

“Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

source of all mercy and the God 

of all consolation. He comforts 

us in all our sorrows so that we 

can comfort others in their 

sorrows with the consolation we 

ourselves have received from 

God.” (2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

Over the years I have 

appreciated how clearly these 

words articulate the purpose of 

our coming together when a 

loved one has died. In recent 

weeks we have personally 

experienced their meaning even 

more profoundly. Bound 

together in Christ, we walk with 

each other through the darkest 

valleys. For all of the loving 

care that has been offered to us  

in the name of our Savior, I 

again offer my heartfelt thanks.  

 Blessings, 

 Pastor Paul   
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Vacation Bible School 
Join us in the evenings from 

6:00 to 8:00 pm. on August 3,4 

and 5.  Children ages 3 through 

6
th

 grade are invited to 

participate in VBS.  There will 

be singing, games, and Bible 

stories. Our study time this year 

will focus on the Gospel stories 

of the birth of Jesus.  To Often 

the Advent and Christmas 

season finds us so busy with 

preparations for the Sunday 

School pageant and other 

holiday activities that we don’t 

find time to teach and learn the 

story.  Helen Thorne, a local 

artist and member of St. James 

will help us with a special  

art-craft activity. 

 
 

Lectors Needed  

For August 
We are in need of lectors for 

early services on August 1, 15 

and 22.  If you are able to help 

out please sign up on the sheets 

or call the church office. 

 
 

Flower Donor  

Opportunities 
The flower chart for 2010 is 

nearly filled.  Three dates 

remain open ï August 29, 

November 21, and December 

12.  If youôd like to remember a 

special person or honor a 

special occasion, contact the 

church office or sign the chart. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family Games Night 
will be held at 6:00 pm on 

Wednesday August 11.  We 

hope to take advantage of the 

summer weather and hold 

family games night in the 

beautiful churchyard, with 

games and activities for folks of 

all ages.  Please bring your 

favorite summer style snack and 

games, or suggestions for 

games that will help us have fun 

outdoors.  This will be a great 

opportunity for fellowship and a 

time to enjoy God’s beautiful 

creation. Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ligonier Food Pantry 
Thanks to the generous support 

of our members, we reached our 

goal of 40 bottles of juice for 

the June Food Pantry 

distribution and collected 61 

bottles of salad dressing for the 

July distribution.  Our challenge 

for the month of August is to 

collect 40 cans of tuna.  If you 

are able to donate, please bring 

your donations to church by 

August 15. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Peach Festival 
Save the date of Saturday, 

August 28 for the annual St. 

James’ Peach Festival.  D.  

Kowatch is coordinating the 

flea market.  Items can be 

brought to the church and put in 

the corner basement Sunday 

school classroom at any time.  

C. Springer will organize the 

food in the kitchen.  Donations 

of food, including; pork loin(s), 

ice cream, potato chips, hot 

dogs, baked goods, and soda are 

needed.  Workers are also 

needed to help prepare peaches, 

serve and help clean up, and 

man the flea-tique table.  And, 

we need to borrow some picnic 

or umbrella tables. There are 

lots of ways to have fun and 

help! Sign up lists will be 

posted in August.  

 

 

We Offer Our Sympathy 

And Prayers  
To and for the family of Betty 

H. Tyler, a member of St. James 

congregation for many years.  

She passed away on Saturday, 

June 12, at Ligonier Gardens.  

Bettyôs family members extend 

their heartfelt thanks to the 

members of St. James for their 

expressions of caring ï 

especially for the many cards 

that were sent to her during 

recent years.  Memorial 

donations may be sent to 

Ligonier Gardens Activity 

Fund, 2018 Route 30, Ligonier  

PA, 15658. 
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Can You Hear Me Now?? 
  Anyone who has spent any 

time at all in our St. James 

fellowship hall over the years 

can attest to our “hearing 

problem.”  Because of all of the 

hard surfaces – the tile floor, 

wood panels, plaster walls and 

ceiling – the room is very 

acoustically “live.”  Sounds 

bounce from surface to surface, 

with little to absorb them.  

When a large group of people 

are in the room, for events such 

as the Lenten luncheons, pork 

chop dinners, funeral 

luncheons, and the like, the din 

of voices has made it very 

difficult to carry on a 

conversation – especially for 

those persons who already have 

hearing difficulties.   

    At other times, when 

individual speakers are 

addressing the group, (during 

events like Confirmation 

Breakfasts, Passover Seder 

Meals, or First Communion 

Dinners), even the slightest 

commotion or conversation in 

the background has made it 

very difficult to listen.  Even a 

class session with a small group 

of enthusiastic youngsters could 

sometimes become nearly 

unbearable! 

    Over the years, we have 

discussed possible “fixes” for 

the problem, considering 

options such as carpeting the 

floor, putting drapes at the 

windows, hanging banners or 

tapestries on the walls, or even 

installing ceiling tile.  The best 

option available seemed to be 

the application of an acoustic 

wall covering.  However, the 

cost seemed just a bit beyond 

our reach… 

    Last winter, following the 

death of Glenn Lynn, his wife, 

began to look at some possible 

ways to use the donations that 

came to the church in his 

memory in a manner that would 

give honor to Glenn’s love for 

St. James.  Knowing that Glenn 

was always ready to jump into 

action to see that any needed 

improvement to the church 

building and property became a 

reality, (witness such projects as 

the red doors, the basement 

stairwell, the new back porch 

for the parsonage…), She 

decided that the wall covering 

in the fellowship hall would just 

the sort of project he would 

have favored.   

    Using memorial gifts, as well 

as additional donations from 

friends, family, and church 

members, a special “wall 

carpet” was applied to the south 

and west walls of the hall 

during the late spring.  Moss 

Green in color, it is very 

compatible with the flooring. 

Resembling corduroy, this 

acoustic covering not only 

absorbs a lot of the auditory 

“clutter” in the room, but 

provides a beautiful soft visual 

effect. What a wonderful way to 

remember Glenn and his tireless 

efforts to make everything “just 

right!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Update On The 

Repairs To The Building 
Last October a special meeting 

was held to brief the 

congregation on plans for 

repairs to the chimney, flashing, 

and masonry on portions of the 

church building.  In the process 

of soliciting bids for that work, 

it became clear that the large 

stained glass window on the 

south wall of the sanctuary is in 

need of extensive repairs.  Since 

that time, K. George and the 

property committee members 

have been diligently working to 

contact potential contractors, 

develop job ñspecs,ò meet with 

estimators, and receive bid 

proposals.  This process has 

taken many months.  Several 

bids have been received, with a 

few more due.  We are on the 

verge of making some major 

decisions on the work, and 

developing a plan to fund these 

important repairs. Regular 

updates will be shared in the 

coming weeks.  Thanks for your 

patience!  

 

 
An Update On 

Congregational Finances 
The Finance Committee and 

Congregation Council have 

decided that it would be helpful 

to provide brief monthly 

updates on our financial 

situation.  These will include 

the income and expense figures 

for the previous month, as well 

as for the year-to-date.  We are 

currently running a bit ñbehindò 

after a difficult and expensive 

winter.  During these summer 

months, when travel and 

activities take us away from 

worship, it is important that our 

church members continue their 

regular financial support! 
 

St. James General Fund 
Income June     $  9,352.28 

Year-to-date     $62,188.82 

Expense     $11,878.92 

Year-to-date     $67,204.54 

 

 

 


